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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION SEPTEMBER 29 
REFS: A) PRETORIA 4942, B) PRETORIA 5151 

1 . THE FOURTH STATE PRESIDENT OF SOUTH AFRICA WILL BE CHOSEN 
IN CAPE TOWN BY MEMBERS OF BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT ON 
SEPTEMBER 29. THE NEW PRESIDENT IS SCHEDULED TO BE INAUGURATED 
ON KRUGER DAY, OCTOBER 10. ONE CANDIDATE AHS ALREADY BEEN PUT 
FORWARD, THE FORMER LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, SIR DE VILLIERS 
GRAAFF. HE WAS NOMINATED BY THE NEW REPUBLIC PARTY WHOSE 
CHAIRMAN, VAUSE RAW, WAS QUOTED A S SAYING DE VILLIERS GRAAFF 
WAS NOMINATED BECAUSE THE NRP "WOULD LIKE TO SEE A STATE 
PRESIDENT IN SOUTH AFRICA WHO DOES NOT COME FROM THE RANKS OF 
ACTIVE POLITICIANS." THE SOUTH AFRICAN PARTY WILL NOT RUN A 
CANDIDATE AND THE PFP REPORTEDLY WILL DECIDE AT A CAUCUS THIS 
WEEKEND WHETHER TO NOMINATE ANYONE. 

2. DESPITE THE ELECTION DATE AND OTHER NOMINATIONS, THE NEW 
PRESIDENT WILL EFFECTIVELY BE CHOSEN WHEN THE NATIONALIST PARTY 
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CAUCUSES IN CAPE TOWN ON SEPTEMBER 28. IN RECENT DAYS, PRESS 
REPORTS HAVE AGAIN FLOATED THE POSSIBILITY THAT FORMER FOREIGN 
MINISTER HILGARD MULLER COULD BE THE NOMINEE, RATHER THAN 
TRANSPORT SECRETARY S.L. MULLER. 

3. UNISA PROFESSOR ANDRE DUPISANI TOLD EMBOFFS THAT MINISTER 
OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS CHRIS HEUNIS HAD TOLD HIM THAT THE CABINET 
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IS NOT ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE IDEA OF ELECTING AN INTERIM 
PRESIDENT WHO WOULD STEP DOWN IF ASKED WHEN THE NEW CONS- 
TITUTIONAL SET-UP TAKES EFFECT. A NATIONALIST MP, HOWEVER. TOLD 
US THE NEW STATE PRESIDENT WOULD UNDERSTAND THAT HE WOULD 
PROBABLY BE REQUIRED TO STEP DOWN WITHIN TWO YEARS. 

EDMONDSON 
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